	After Richard’s death, John’s claim to the throne was challenged by the barons of Brittany, France who supported Arthur’s claim. John captured Arthur and put him in prison. Arthur was never seen again. Many people believed that Arthur had been murdered. This caused many French nobles to distrust and hate John.


	Pope Innocent and John argued over who should appoint the archbishop of Canterbury.  The argument escalated when the Pope closed all churches (interdict) in England causing chaos.  John reacted by confiscating church lands, and then the pope excommunicated John, in 1209.  To get back into the church, John gave England to the pope, becoming the pope’s vassal, and paying rent to the Pope.  To make up for the lack of money John raised taxes on travel around England.


	In 1214, John attacks France, but his army was crushed.  After the loss John imposes taxes for people entering and leaving England so he pay for another attempt to get the land back in France.


	Richard was imprisoned returning from his crusade. Richard was released after John paid a huge ransom (had to raise taxes to get the money). Richard forgave John for his previous betrayal and made John his heir.  In 1199, Richard was killed fighting in France making John King.



	In 1185, King Henry sent his son John to rule Ireland. John insulted important Irish barons, and they soon rebelled. With no more land to rule, John was taunted with the nickname ‘Lackland’.                            



	In 1215, John’s English barons demand John change how he rules. John doesn’t show up, and the barons rebel, capturing London. They then force John to agree to a set of rules on how to govern England. These rules were written down in the famous document the Magna Carta.



	Losing his land in France made John (and England) even poorer.  To raise money for an army to get back French territory John increases taxes on his barons and imprisons their families if they don’t pay.  When many of his English barons refuse to help fight in France John abandons his plan to invade.  Since he has already forced them to pay taxes for the invasion many of the barons were upset.



	John’s brother, Richard, was crowned king in 1189. Richard bankrupted England to fund his crusade.  Richard made his 2yr old nephew, Arthur, his heir.  So John worked with King Philip II of France to usurp Richard’s throne while he was away on his Crusade. 


	Now King of England, John divorced his wife and married a rich French girl called Isabella, (12 yr old).  But, Isabella had been promised to an important French baron.  This caused many of John’s French barons to join Phillip II King of France and fight against John.  By 1206, John had lost all of his land in France.  



	John argues he signed the Magna Carta under duress, the Pope agrees, and there is a civil war.  John dies in 1216 and by 1217 the civil war is over and the Magna Carta brought back to form the basis for future English rule. 


	By 1212, John begins to demand hostages from his English barons to prevent them from rebelling.




Life & Times of King John
MAGNA CHARTA

(1) FIRST, THAT WE HAVE GRANTED TO GOD, and by this present charter have confirmed for us and our heirs in perpetuity, that the English Church shall be free, and shall have its rights undiminished, and its liberties unimpaired. 
TO ALL FREE MEN OF OUR KINGDOM we have also granted, for us and our heirs for ever, all the liberties written out below, to have and to keep for them and their heirs, of us and our heirs:
(12) No 'scutage' (*tax) or 'aid' may be levied in our kingdom without its general consent, 
  (20) For a trivial offence, a free man shall be fined only in proportion to the degree of his offence, and for a serious offence correspondingly, but not so heavily as to deprive him of his livelihood….

(39) No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his standing in any way, nor will we proceed with force against him, or send others to do so, except by the lawful judgment of his equals or by the law of the land. (Habeas Corpus)
 (41) All … may enter or leave England unharmed and without fear, and may stay or travel within it, by land or water, … free from all illegal exactions, in accordance with ancient and lawful customs.
(49) We (the king) will at once return all hostages and charters delivered up to us by Englishmen as security for peace or for loyal service.
   (60) All these customs and liberties that we have granted shall be observed in our kingdom in so far as concerns our own relations with our subjects. Let all men of our kingdom, whether clergy or laymen, observe them similarly…

(61) The barons shall elect twenty-five of their number to keep … the peace and liberties granted and confirmed to them by this charter.  The twenty-five barons shall swear to obey all the above articles faithfully, and shall cause them to be obeyed by others to the best of their power.  We will not seek to procure … anything by which …these … liberties might be revoked or diminished. Should such a thing be procured, it shall be null and void..... (If they break their oath they may be overthrown by the people).

Interesting Side Note:

(13) The city of London shall enjoy all its ancient liberties and free customs, both by land and by water. We also will and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall enjoy all their liberties and free customs.  [The City of London is still basically its own country within London, England: “Secret City of London – YouTube)]
Adapted from:

 http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-english-translation#sthash.qt2yPsmY.dpuf
CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

 *Adapted from the Government of Canada “Justice Laws” website:

Fundamental Freedoms

2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: 
(a) freedom of conscience and religion; 
(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press and other media of communication; 
(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and 
(d) freedom of association.

Mobility Rights

6. (1) Every citizen of Canada has the right to enter, remain in and leave Canada. (2) Every citizen of Canada … has the right to move to and take up residence in any province
Legal Rights

7. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and the right not to be deprived thereof except in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice.

8. Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search or seizure.

9. Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained or imprisoned.

10. Everyone has the right on arrest or detention to have the validity of the detention determined by way of habeas corpus and to be released if the detention is not lawful.

12. Everyone has the right not to be subjected to any cruel and unusual treatment or punishment.

Equality Rights

15. (1) Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.

Magna Carta: Beginnings and Impact
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Use the `Life and Times of King John` information, and the excerpts from the Magna Charta and Canadian Charter, to answer the following questions.
1. Do you think King John was an unjust ruler, or just unlucky?  Use specific examples from the “Life and Times of King John” to prove your point of view.

2. Cross reference the Magna Charta with the “Life and Times of King John.”  Match up clauses from the Magna Charta with event(s) of King John’s reign that may have influenced their creation.
I. An introduction about the importance of the Magna Charta to history:

More than seven hundred years have passed since that dramatic moment in 1215 when a group of bold English barons, determined at any cost to limit the power of King John, forced him to sign the Magna Charta.  This ancient document, brittle and yellow with age, has been preserved as a priceless treasure, cherished not only in England, not only in the Western World, but by all men everywhere who believe that only under law can me be truly free.  In the Great Charter, the king agreed to certain limitations on his powers.  Although the document did not protect the common people, it did represent a milestone in the history of human rights, for it served as a precedent for the growth of constitutional government.  Evidence of how greatly American thinking was influenced by this document can be found in an examination of its provisions for due process of law, freedom of movement, and taxation only with the consent of the legislature.

II. The introduction from “The Great Charter,” in The Western Tradition (1956). 

Richard I (the Lionheart) reigned over England but hardly in it (he spent nearly all his time warring abroad) from 1189-1199.  His brother John, who succeeded him and reigned until 1216, inherited the wars and debts that were the results of French enmity and Richard’s spendthrift brawling.  John also blundered into more trouble of his own:  trouble with France, with the pope, and with the English Church and barons, eventually made his situation untenable, until June 15, 1215, at Runnymeade, he was forced to sign an agreement with his rebellious vassals that granted most of their demands.

The Magna Charta, or Great Charter, is sometimes presented as a forward-looking document because it appears as the basis of English liberties.  In effect, it looked back to a feudal situation that already was becoming obsolete and tried to restore the anarchic conditions that had existed before royal power started to encroach on traditional feudal rights.  There is little evidence that any of the signatories believed the instrument would be effective.  The barons mistrusted the king – and with good reason, since he had no intention of keeping promises that tended to whittle away his power.  It is this mutual suspicion that serves to explain the covenant, which follows, as a form of reinsurance, and perhaps also the strange provisions of paragraph 61.  

And yet the great Charter survives – not only as a prominent factor when interpreted or misinterpreted in the cause of further English liberties, but also as an illustration of its day, the forms and intentions and aspirations of an unfamiliar age.

3. With which interpretation of the importance of the Magna Carta do you agree?  Provide details why.
4. Use the Manga Charta and Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms sections to complete the following chart.
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	Magna Charta Section #
	Canadian Charter #
	Connection (Describe how they are similar)
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