Effects of the Crusades on Europe

Name __________________________
  Div.:  

      Date _____________


Part A:



The Crusades opened the door for the infusion of ideas and good into Europe, either brought back directly by Crusaders, or indirectly through trade with both the Latin Kingdom and the Byzantine Empire.  Some effects of the Crusades were the result of redesigning Europe to support its involvement in the Crusades.  Nonetheless, after the Crusades, Europe was forever changed in the following ways:
1. Distrust amongst the Semitic religions (Islam, Judaism, and Christianity) that is still around today.

2. Towns grew as serfs bought their freedom by serving and bringing back wealth.

3. Geographic knowledge increased through travel of Crusaders and map acquisition.

4. Coined money increased in use (Gold standard).

5. Many kings consolidated power as many nobles were dead.

6. Trade increased as Italian ports were opened to the Middle East.

7. Shipbuilding techniques and navigational tools (astrolabe) taken from Muslims.

8. Byzantine Empire weakened further

9. University concept was introduced to Europe based on Baghdad, Cairo, and Cordoba models.

10. Tree-grafting was introduced into agriculture.

11. The papermaking process replaced parchment( writing increased.

12. Literature imported:  “Sinbad the Sailor,” “Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,” “Aladdin”

13. Art:  mosaics, stained glass windows, figured brocades, ecclesiastical art

14. Music:  the guitar and the violin introduced

15. Mathematics:  Arabic numbers, decimals and spherical trigonometry, algebra, sine and tangent

16. Science:  physics and astronomy; the pendulum, optics and the telescope

17. Medicine:  physiology, hygiene, surgery and anesthetics

18. Herbs and spices:  cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmeg, saffron, and pepper

19. Food:  sugar cane and syrup, lemons, apricots, plums, dates, rhubarb, almonds, shallots, and water melons

20. Clothing materials:  silk, linen, cotton, and velvet

21. Precious goods:  pearls and ivory

22. Cosmetics:  rouge, henna, glass mirrors

23. Carpets and woven tapestries:  new dyeing and coloring techniques

24. New words:  cotton, sofa, mattress, barracks, magazine, arsenal, admiral, tariff, algebra, alcove, crimson, lilac, azure
25. Popes continue to try to consolidate power over the church
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Part B:

Directions – After reading the list of effects of the Crusades, complete the following:
1. Categorize the effects of the crusades as either positive or negative for Europe.  We can safely state that these events were wholly negative for the Islamic and Jewish people in the Middle East. (point form explanations – not just the numbers)

	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

	
	
	


2. Based on your categorizations in question #1 and your previous knowledge from this unit explain how the Crusades were both a positive and a negative event, in world history.

3. Do you think that Europe would have still have seen those advances even without the Crusades?  Refer to previous knowledge and examples to justify why or why not.

4. Were the Crusades a success?  Explain why or why not (hint: What was their original purpose? What did the people want out of them?)
